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ruFCJ:' author .. . ' . 

details sightiltiJS 
THE recent clai:ns 
that .alleged flying 
saucers nave once 
again been spotted in 
the skies over Burnley 
came as no surprise to 
self-styled UFO 
ex pert S_t e ph en 
Brown. 

Not that he hu yet had 
time to evaluate the light· 
ing :reported by Mr .Paul 
QUinn (Burnley Express, 
August 18th), but Mr 
Bro~-n is convinced that. 
extra-terrestrials have 
been interested iin our 
solar system for ~ some 
time. 

He is the :teadint lirl!t 
behind the LancashTre 
Centre for UFO Spotters, 
and he is not at an WOJ'• 

• ried that many people 
mi$hl scoff at the idea of 
visJt.ors from ~outer apace. 
In ,(act, Mr Brown is th 
lint to tell people that ln 
many eases _there 'is a per· 
fectly lotc.al, material ex· 
planation for the atnnge 
obiecta in the aky. 

But, u he points out In 
a detaJied document he 
has just published on the 
~b~ect, "there are m~ny 

• >.1 <1anatlons, but there Ia 
tilt a large amount lh!lt 
arnot be explained." 

SIGIITINGS 
llr Brown, o( Queen 

/it Loria Road, Burnley, 
\U .spenl. two yean col· 
ecting information for hla 
\·ork "Ut'Oa Over l..anea· 
.lt:•e," and It contslna re­
>Otll of rDany aightinga, 
;oi:\g 111 far back u 1869, 
. t alao dtlaila the 11land 
aken by the Minbtry of 
~fem-e on.t.he issue. 

Prior to 1962, Ut'O re­
)()r\4 were ,nol. even re· 
:.a!ned by the ministry, 

' although records an 
0' ' kept, the •atghtinis.,• 
x ·lalned or otherwaae, 
. r · not invutigated 
:n w they are com.ldered 
'' muer or concern from 

:i •lefence atandpoint.'" 
.nu :b almost never the 
lb !, 111ya Mr Brown. 

lllcsplte his intereat and 
•c .. k in the field, lttr 
;-, ·•wn 'hu never seen 
~~· thing unexplained hi.m· 
e ., although the Burnley 
n·· Pendle area would 
tt .n to have been .. vis· 

a:e ,,. several tlmu. 
: .• .mong the aighlinp he 
e1 >rts are: 

May 8th, 1869i Several : ! ~~' ,ASEO 
,witnea.sea !aw w~at A Nt .• s 1n man also 
:look~ lik,e a fiery n~ng I cta:,ned ',) 11ave followed 
g~ w!th a comet-like . by a U l ..) aa he and his 
lraJI, nyang lrOUf!d ~e II wife travelled home from 
Fence area and alaghtang I ' Mtnchuter on thei r 
in a field. 1 1 motor cycle. 

Noumber/Oecember , . They claimed the silent, 
1953: Three separate re- ailver dgar·ihaped object 
ports or "aiJvery objecta" "locked" on to them and 
hovering in the aky in chued them from Salford 
Burnley and Brierfield. to Bury. 
All the deacriptions were · Shortly after this, three 
similar and the object waa Burnley women rtported 
moving at incredible seeing the ume object ac­
speed. tually in Bumley. One o( 

November' 1958: More them tried .to follow it in 
than a do1en Bur.nley her car as at ·paued O\'er 
people reported two the Trafalgar .area of 
atrange objects over Bumley, but Aktal moved 
Burnley, on the . ume of( allenlly at lncredibl 
evening. Every deaerip- speed • 
Uon Llllied in lhal it waa 
silver, cylindrical, and 
nl()ving ailenlly with no 
vapour trail • 

June, 1977: 'Perbapt the 
most bizarre reports came 
in lhroughoul. this month. 
Two separate sfg~tlnga 
were. reported over 
Nelton Cemetery. Both 
were deecribed m great 
detail aa having inverted 
portholes, a dome and ·a 
blue, tlaahing light al one 
end, and the aightings 

I were at exactly the aar,;• 
time - 1 p.m. in the aJ 
ternoon on a bright, 
sunny day. 

e 
blay/June, 1979: Two 

reports of "lights" over 
Pendle Hill and Towncley 
:Park. The "lights" ho­
vered amt then ,streaked 
ac:ross the sky at rreat 
speed. 

September, 1981 : A 
Burnley how.ewife de· 
:scribed ... t •• t :she firat 
tbrought was a . ,a hooting 
star at 1-30 a.m. in the 
nl()rning. She b«a.me IUS· 
pidous when the •alar aud· 
denly burst into a "bla.u 
of coloured lights" and 
aeemed to take on a 
horae-shoe shape, before 
diaappearing. 

1983: Four aightings 
over Burnley and Nelaon. 
They varied from aeta o( 

· lighta1 p~laating cig~r· 
ahapea obJecta, to a thm, 
green streak of light pu· 
aing at speed through the 
aky. 

J a nu a ry, 198.& : :I'wo 
Burnley lightinra within 
d~.Y• or each other of a 
bnght light moving alowly 
o\·er roonops then disap. 
pearinJ vertically a.nd si­
lently an1.0 the night. 

Mr Brown .ia certain 
there are many other re­
ports to be had, and he 
hopes to publish them in a 
second volume in the 
future. Hia (11'St book con­
taint further reports from 
all over Lancashire and he 
wanta to collect them to­
gether, not oruy (or the 
lnterell or the l..ancaahire 
UFO IP,Ollera group, but 
because there has never 
been any public:atlon coo· 
c:entntlng juat on Lanc:a­
ahtre. 

For confirmed "ufo­
olopt.a'" none of the re­
ported aiihtinga aeem 
aurpriatng, but even the 
ac:eptital amonlf the popu· 
latlon are beanc alowly 
converted to the 1dea that 
atrange phenomena do oc­
caalonally appe_ar in the 
sky. 

In fact, attOrding 1.0 Mr 
Brown, the very reason 
the Minlatry of Defence 
decided in 1962 to retain 
reported aightings was: 
"'in reaponH to increuing 
publk mtereal. in the sub­
ject." 
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